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TUITION TAX CREDITS 


• Mrs. KASSEBAUM. Mr. President, 
earlier this year, U.S. News & World Re¬ 
port carried an interview with Senator 
Ernest Hollings regarding tuition tax 
credits. 

I share the view of my distinguished 
colleague from South Carolina that en¬ 
actment of tuition tax credit legisla¬ 
tion would be a mistake. As a former 
school board member, I strongly believe 
that our Nation’s primary commitment 
is to the development of a strong sys¬ 
tem of public education. Particularly 
at a time of budgetary restraint, our at¬ 
tention and resources are most appro¬ 
priately channeled toward making 
needed improvements in our public 
schools. 

This interview offers a succinct pres¬ 
entation of the case against tuition tax 
credits, and I commend it to the atten¬ 
tion of my colleagues. 

Mr. President, I ask that the inter¬ 
view with Senator Hollings be printed 
in full in the Record. 


The article follows: 

[Prom the U S. News & World Report, 
Jan. 19.1981] 

Income-Tax Credits tor Tuition? 
(Interview with Senator Ernest P. Hollengg 
Q. Senator Hollings, why do you oppoi 
tuition tax credits? 

A. First, on policy grounds. It’s an ohllgs 
tion of the government to support publ 
schools and not get involved in private edi 

cation. Our great task today is to rebuil 
public education. We talk a great deal thes 
days about productivity, and in Japan—ou 
competitor—the educational system does 
®® t * er ^ ob of tralniI *g youngsters in varlou 
skills than does ours. That’s what we have t 
remedy. But this tuition-credit proposa 
would Instead materiaUy contribute to th 
final demise of pubUc education by startm, 
»5ioois. 0n * tan « ent ot financing prlvat. 

Second. I'm against It on budgetar 
grounds it would Initially coat at leaat^ 
. t W ,i“v. 1081 government revenue 
u'wnnirt 4 ould **• only * foot In the door 

If th« crJ?i? W event “ aU r to billions more 
it the credit were adopted, public school* 

to°Washingtmff 10 ch t rge tultlon and corn* 
? tor aub8i <hes. within a few 
!L W f„ 0l ‘ f public-education system 
wouia come In for a tuition mnt f rrirM 

our financial capac ty*tbia wa^ New 


Finally. I am against the idea on consti¬ 
tutional grounds. Ninety percent of private 
schools are church related, and the First 
Amendment—by prohibiting the establish¬ 
ment of religion—prohibits the government 
from involving Itself in church education. 
The Supreme Court’s Nyqulst opinion is 
clear on this question. 

Q. Why should parents who send their 
children to a private school have to pay 
twice—once for the private school they use 
and a second time for the public schools 
they don’t use? 

A. Because public education Is the key¬ 
stone of our democratic government, and It 
U the duty of all Individuals—whether par¬ 
ents or not, whether contributing to private 
schools or not—to support It. Single indi¬ 
viduals who are property owners have for 
many years been paying to help support pub. 
Uo education even though they have no chil¬ 
dren of their own. 

It benefits society as a whole to support 
public education, which teaches 90 percent of 
all schoolchildren and promotes an informed, 
productive society. That helps everyone—in¬ 
cluding the individual who has no children 
or one who sends his children to a private 
school. 

Q. But don't private schools deserve some 
support for taking a financial burden off the 
public schools? 

A. Look: We also have both public and pri¬ 
vate swimming pools. If you use that argu¬ 
ment, we ought to send a check to everyone 
with a private pool because they’re relieving 
the burden on the public pools, where their 
children don’t have to go to swim. Should we 
start financing everyone with a private pool 
in America? 


Q. Wouldn’t a tax credit encourage di¬ 
versity in education by supporting private 
schooling? 


A. No, Just the opposite. It’s in public edu¬ 
cation that you And diversity. The U.S. has 
107,000 public schools, with over 16,000 local 
school boards and pupils coming from every 
walk of life—some with discipline problems, 
some without: some well prepared, some not 
so well prepared. It’s what Horace Mann 
called the melting pot of America. 


ine private schools, on the other hand 
can choose the brightest kids, those withou 
discipline or language problems, those fror 
high-income brackets. They're more or les 
uniform in that regard. No melting pot then 
Also, 90 percent of the private schools ar 
church related, mostly Catholic, whld 
means you have one particular type of re 

i£l? n ,^ eaCh - Now ’ rm not anti-CathoUc o 
•ntlreUgioua. I'm married to a Catholic. Bu 
the fact remains that in a private, church 

got 10 tak « not onl 
what they teach as education, but also wha 
they inculcate as religion. WGa 


Q. Some critics have suggested that a tui¬ 
tion tax credit would mostly help the rich— 

A. Of course it would. Poor people don’t 
pay any tuition. But the proverbial mil¬ 
lionaire who pays no taxes would get a *250 
tax break for sending his kid to Choate or 
Andover or Exeter. 

What this proposal would do Is force the 
little fellow to support with his taxes a 
private school that slams the door in his 
face, because there is no way he can get 
into it. 

Q. To what are you referring? 

A. Tuition credits would indirectly subsi¬ 
dize the protest schools—private white-flight 
schools built to avoid racial integration. Here 
we’re trying to build a unitary school system 
providing equal opportunity, and suddenly 
we are going to make things easier for pro¬ 
test schools. 

Many such academies don’t have money 
for a chemistry lab or gym. Tax credits for 
parents would boost enrollment, enabling 
the protest schools to expand their facilities 
with the tax money of the very people in 
whose faces they slam the door. 

Q. Turning to colleges: Wouldn’t a tax 
credit be less cumbersome than the present 
system of federal grants and loans to col¬ 
lege students? 

A. Less cumbersome or not, It would merely 
encourage colleges to raise their tuition by 
the amount of the credit, and that would 
negate the intended Denent. It would be in¬ 
flationary, too. 

I’m not against private schools and col¬ 
leges. I serve on the boards of some. I com¬ 
mend them. They've done extremely well 
over the years. But what it all bolls down 
to Is that It’s the government’s duty to sup¬ 
port public education, so that Is where our 
tax dollars ought to go— ana not to thii 
little academy or that little private school 
or church school. And we’ve got to mind the 
Constitution: Keeping the wall—as Thomas 
Jefferson said—between church and state.# 







